
John 16:13-28 - Easter Sermon: Who is Jesus? 

Faces of Jesus – This can be very confusing 

 

Who do people say Jesus is? 

A fraud. 

A person in the wrong place at the wrong time.  

A confused person. 

A political rebel. 

A good guy whose profile got super inflated over history. 

Some say prophet of God, ala the people of Jesus’ time or our Moslem friends. 

JWs say he is the angel Gabriel.  

Some Buddhists say he is an enlightened one. 

 

What is generally agreed on is that he was crucified by the Romans.  

What is disputed is whether or not he was raised from the dead. 

 

If indeed he was raised from the dead. 

He would reveal h imself to be so much more.  

Not only would his claims to actually be God deserve consideration, 

But the very nature and fabric of life itself  comes into question. 

What we believe to be impossible becomes possible.  

And I’m not talking about talking donkeys and flying pigs. 

I’m not even talking about ending poverty stopping all the wars.  

Jesus did not come to change the political scene or global circumstance. 

He came to change the world from the inside out. 

He came to change the human heart. 

My heart and yours. 

You see the world is made of you and me and everyone else. 

You save the world by saving a person, not an institution. 

The gospel he preached is this: The Kingdom of God is Near. 

 

The resurrected Jesus is alive and with us. 

The resurrected Jesus means that your fears, your insecurities, your greed,  

your addictions, your grief, your sin and the sin of all the world,  

all that our sense of pride and self-sufficiency wants to deny 

does not have to hold dominion over you. 

This is the meaning of salvation. 

This is the kingdom of God. 

And you are all invited. 

 

Whether you come to the party or not is up to you. 

All you are asked to bring is your real self in all  your brokenness and desire 

 And lay it down for forgiveness, hope, faith and love. 

This is who Jesus says he is. 



F3C BAPTIS MAL LITURGY 

The seven people who are about to be baptized are among those who accept 

what Jesus says of himself in the Scriptures. 

 

They have already come into the Kingdom Jesus invites us into. 

But Jesus does also give us a sign of his love and our willingness to follow h im.  

It is the sign of salvation. 

 

One way to understand this rite is to see it as a symbol: wedding ring.  

 

The wedding band is a sign of being joined with your spouse. 

The baptism is the sign of being united with Christ  

and joining his people, the church. 

And as I am fond of saying, we don’t go to church we are the church. 

 The church is a people and not an institution or a building. 

We use water because it symbolizes three things: 

washing away of sin,  

being born into a new life,  

and the promise of the Holy Spirit 

 

Rite of Baptism 

Do you desire to be baptized?  

I do. 

 

Do you renounce Satan, the evil powers of this world and all sinful desires 

that draw you away from God?  

I renounce them. 

 

Have you in faith accepted Jesus Christ as your Saviour? 

I have. 

 

Will you, alongside with all your brothers and sisters in the Church, 

promise to obey and serve Him as your Lord?  

I will. 

 

Upon your confession of faith before all the witnesses here both in the 

visible and invisible realms, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy S pirit. Amen. 

 

Prayer for the Baptized 

 

Reception into Communion 

We recognize you as a member of the Church Universal and receive you 

into the fellowship of this communion. God, the Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, bless, preserve and keep you. Amen.  

[Each person is invited to make a short statement of thanksgiving.]  


