
Acts 15 

Adults’ Message: No Golden Age 

I used to think, “If only the church could go back to the way it was.” 

I imagined that beyond the debris of 2000 years there is a pristine church. 

A “Golden Age” of Christianity. 

A time when everyone was full of the Spirit of God. 

A time when everyone got along. 

A time when the way of worship was simple and straight forward. 

A time when the apostles knew what they were doing and how to do it. 

I wanted to go back to the good old days of the early church. 

 

One can still read the book of Acts through rose coloured glasses and some do. 

But the true beauty of the Scriptures is that it tells the truth. 

It does not say what we want it to say. 

It says things we do not want to hear and if we read carefully and faithfully 

 Is disabuses us of our idols, illusions, fantasies and biases. 

Our goal in reading the Scriptures is not to have it support our views. 

Our goal is to know the truth about God and ourselves. 

 

The book of Acts, particularly the 15
th

 Chapter is one such taste of reality. 

It deals us not with just one punch, but a combination of two. 

Just enough to wake us up. 

 

The first blow is to the myth that the earlier church was perfect. 

The early church knew the gospel of the kingdom. 

They knew that Jesus was the Messiah and that he was God. 

They knew it because they witnessed it first hand. 

What they struggled with and what we struggle with even today 

Is “What do we do with this King and Kingdom?” 

We come to a new understanding of the entire history of God and humanity. 

 What do we do with it? 

 

The leaders of the church ran into an ethnic cultural divide. 

All the early believers were Jews. 

Christianity was seen as a movement that broke out of Judaism. 

Jesus was a Jew. 

The disciples were Jews. 

The first believers were predominantly Jews. 

They knew the Jewish customs and practices and followed them. 

Circumcision, The laws of Moses about food and Sabbath and everything else. 

The issue they were running into now was that non-Jews, gentiles 

 began to believe in Jesus. 

People who did not know the Jewish customs or practice them. 

God was breaking out of the cultural mould of Judaism and they struggled. 

 

What they struggled with specifically was to discern the difference  

between the Kingdom of God and Jewish culture. 

Were they going to require the gentile believers to observe the Jewish Laws? 

Did God require this of the gentiles? 

Did Jesus? 

In the end, they worked out a compromise. 

Circumcision got dropped, to the rejoicing of all gentiles I’m sure. 

But some of the general food laws remained. 

And the injunctions about sexual immorality. 

Did they get it right? 

Yes and no. 

It was a significant first step of many yet to come. 

 

Little has changed throughout Christian history. 

The church today still struggles with discerning how Christ and culture interact. 

Women in ministry, homosexuality, social justice, authority, the Holy Spirit, 

racism and ethnicity, worship styles and traditions, liturgies and so on. 

But it is not merely a matter for the establishment. 

Remember, a church is not an organization, it is a people. 

An every single one of us engage in this process of becoming  

less a slave of our culture  

and more a citizen of the Kingdom, a friend of Jesus. 

Consider how you live and why you live the way your do. 

The things you value and want and see as the chief end of your life. 

I tell you now as it was told throughout the history of Christianity  

from the mouth of Jesus himself. 

 “Anyone who wishes to follow me must deny themselves 

  Take up their cross and follow me.” 

[Run with the Horses by Eugene Peterson with quote from Wm. McNamara as 

well as first and fourth paragraphs of the first chapter.] 

 



We want to be a people, a church that lives its life well before Christ. 

That, dear friends, is the first blow Acts 15 lands on us. 

 

And if that isn’t enough to stagger you, there is a follow up. 

Paul and Barnabas have a row. 

Paul, author of a large portion of the New Testament, 

 Apostle to the gentiles refuses to forgive a young man named John Mark. 

 John Mark deserted Paul and Baranabas and Paul wouldn’t let it go. 

Every person in the Bible has feet of clay. 

Every saint is a sinner. 

Every hero is a villain. 

Were it not so, if we could be perfect, we have no need for Jesus. 

 

I do not lament the fact that the church has no golden age. 

In fact, it comforts me. 

I know the struggles I live through from day to day are shared by all the saints. 

We all live in the longing of the Kingdom that is here and yet to come. 

And yet the golden age is present, 

Like any vein of gold it runs deep under the mountains. 

Christ has laid it deep in our hearts and we must mine for it. 

We must dare the crucible Christ offers. 

For in the struggle we will be surprised what treasure lies within. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Final Challenge: Are you willing to live your life well for Jesus? 


