
Genesis 11:27-12:9 

The Price of Change 

 

Change is hard 

It disturbs our comfortable balance of things. 

All  that we have done to create security is challenged.  

I’m not talking about just money.  

I’m talking about established patterns of behaviour, perspectives and 

understanding. 

When Jesus asked the rich young ruler to follow him I realize that the issue is 

not just about the wealth but also what it represented – it was his security 

blanket. 

Jesus asks us all  to follow him and that requires change. 

We are all  relatively adverse to change, but in order to become Christian 

We must be open to it.  

The Gospel is about Change, transformation. 

To follow Jesus, is to allow him, to invite him to change us. 

 

Abram’s Story 

Abram is an immigrant kid. 

His father uprooted to move to a region in northern Mesopotamia. 

His youngest brother died somewhere along the way as an adult and left a son. 

Heartbroken, Terah, the father of Abram, Nahor and Haran settles down.  

He founds a village named after his son – Haran. 

It is here that God speaks to Abram. 

He tells him to leave everything he knows and go to a place God will  show him. 

We are not told how God speaks to Abram – Just that he does. 

Abram is faced with a very difficult choice. 

Will  he listen? 

Will  the shrug it off as a fantasy? 

Will  he ignore God? 

What are his fears? 

What are his uncertainties? 

What are yours? 

 

The fundamental invitation of life with God is this: “Follow Me.”  

All  we are asked to do is to respond with trust. 

To go where he asks us to go. 



To do what he asks us to do. 

To be what he asks us to be.  

Even deeper, however, is not the going, doing or being. 

What does God really, really want of each and every one of us? 

What does it mean to be a Christian? 

The Old Testament & New Testament is completely congruent in this . 

Love the lord your God with all  your heart, with all  your soul and with all  your 

mind. 

But loving is the most difficult thing you will  ever do.  

 

The Beginnings of F3C  

Four years ago, I had a very distinct sense of God’s voice. 

It was almost audible. 

I was English Pastor at a church that was facing a lot of difficult issues. 

It was during one of these times that I heard, “Your assignment is complete.”  

In other words, “Time to go.”  

But where was I to go? 

What was I to do? 

As I sought out church leaders and mentors to speak with it slowly became 

clear. 

I saw many of the people in the church I was at begin to scatter. 

I saw people in other churches around Vancouver begin to scatter. 

They did not have a place to go or to call  their own. 

Where they could work out what it means to live with and to love God. 

And so, seeing this need, I planned and planted this church 3 years ago. 

I saw how much God loved you and wanted a place where that could be lived 

and expressed. 

Was it a risk? Absolutely. 

As some of you know, Eudora is change adverse. 

But during the time I was searching, she was studying Genesis in BSF. 

She came home after having read Genesis 12 and said, 

 “I wonder where God wants me to go?”  

If  you want to know ho w F3C started, this is it. 

This is the basis of our church – it is about trusting and following God. 

Anything that does not help us do that is optional. 

Our singular focus is to Follow Jesus and to call  others to following him. 

That is our story as a church. 

 



But God isn’t done with me.  

It’s one thing to start a church, that is, a gathering of people (that’s what a 

church is!) 

But it is another thing completely to love the church.  

To love a people. 

To love another person. 

God has been challenging me to move from being passive to being assertive. 

What does this mean? 

Well, I like to be liked. I want you to think of me as a kind and loving pastor. 

It is easy to be seen as kind and loving if all  I ever do is say how nice you are. 

It is easy to put together an image of being a “good” pastor saying and doing 

what feels good for others. 

But that is not love.  That is selfishness. 

And in this I want to be selfish. 

I don’t want to tell  you the truth I sometimes see in you. 

I don’t tell  you the truth you need to hear. 

I don’t do it because you won’t l ike it. 

It will  disturb you, it will  challenge you, it will  convict you. 

When I was young, I accidently hurt a good friend of mine. 

It was an accident, but I blamed myself. 

Even worse, the teacher blamed me as if I had done it on purpose. 

I do not want to hurt you.  

I am afraid to hurt you. 

My fear of being blamed, my fear of hurting others – these are my demons. 

They tempt me to not love you the way I should. 

To speak the truth to your face.  

I will  always do it lovingly, but it hurts me to do.  

Because you may not l isten and you may not like me.  

So, God still  speaks to me. 

He asks me to go to new places that I am anxious about. 

In the same way he has been speaking to you.  

Like Abram, we have a choice. 

To listen, to trust, to follow - to learn to love. 

Or not. 

 

Questions: 

What changes has God challenged you to in the past? 

What change is God calling you to now?  


