
Our Father 

Matthew 6:5-15 

 

Our Father 

There are three inplications to this single phrase:  

1. Because it is Jesus who says this, inclusive of us,  

he reminds us that we are adopted children of God.  

2. This means that we are heirs of the Kingdom with him. 

3. It also means he is our brother and friend. 

 

Our Father 

As I already explained to the children, Jesus is teaching us that God asks us to  

use a term of endearment, intimacy and relationship. 

The title of God is not enough.  

Even for those who heard Jesus pray this is a shock. 

God is not that close and intimate – he is distant, a judge, not my father!  

Father can be a bit formal. 

Daddy a bit childish. 

Maybe dad? 

Choose your own. 

Jesus called God the Father Abba – Dad. 

 

Our Father in Heaven  

There are two points here I need to make. 

The first is that heaven is not way out there in distant space. 

Heaven in theological thought is not so much a place, but a plane or dimension. 

 It is a state of existence that we cannot quite grasp. 

But it certainly is not far away. 

It is the mode in which God moves and rules all  things. 

 

The second point  is that our Father is Heaven is not our father on earth.  

We all  have earthly fathers. 

And I will  tell  you straight that Our Father in Heaven  

is not like our father on earth. 

Hopefully by grace some of our fathers are like our father in heaven. 

Also by the same grace I hope those of us who are fathers will  be like him. 

But the reality that I know is that most of our earthly fathers fall  far short. 

Not only do they fall  far short,  



some of them are the antithesis of  our Father in Heaven. 

They may not be understanding, compassionate, forgiving, empowering,  

protecting. 

They may be manipulative, addicted, gripped with vices, hurtful. 

Our father in Heaven is not like our father on earth. 

Conversely, our father on earth is not like our father in heaven. 

I know it sounds simple but it is not. 

We often unconsciously project the image of our father on earth  

upon our heavenly father. 

Sometimes the hurt goes so deep for some,  

that to call  God our father in heaven evokes only pain. 

This is a matter of healing. 

Sometimes we have to let go of our earthly fathers,  

forgive them even simply pity and pray for them.  

But this is a hard thing. 

Some of us really do need to be reparented by the church. 

May we al l  understand that God is a father who loves us like no other. 

 

Questions: 

How does it feel for you to know that God wants you as his son or daughter? 

Can you see God as your loving Father? 

Is there interplay in your perception of your earthy and heavenly father? 

 

 

 


