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Ambassadors of God 
Ezekiel 1-3 

 
Children’s Sermon: Listen 
Has anyone ever lost their mom or dad at the mall or at the supermarket? 
That can be a scary feeling – to be lost. 
I mean, you know where you are, but that’s not the point. 
It’s about who you are with. 
We are lost when we lose sight of the people who are important to us. 
That is when we are really lost. 
 
So my mom had a way to call us when we were in public. 
It was this whistling/hissing kind of sound. 
Every time she wanted to get our attention or find out where we were, 
 She made that sound. 
And we knew she was there. 
 
God speaks to us too. 
We need to learn how he communicates to us. 
In the Bible he has used dreams, visions and angels. 
What we need to learn is how to listen to God. 
The first thing to do is to read the Bible – it is God’s written word. 
The second thing is to listen. 
How do you listen? 
Well you get really quiet and then you just pay attention to God. 
Sometimes you get words, thoughts, or even images and ideas. 
The difference between your own thoughts and God’s voice  

is something you will learn as you grow. 
In the same way when you pick up the phone  

and hear your mom or dad’s voice, you will know it right away. 
 
This is important because the person who cannot hear God’s voice 
 Is really lost. 
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Ambassadors of God 
Ezekiel 1-3 

 
Ezekiel 
Ezekiel was about 25 years old when he was exiled from Judah. 
The well educated and wealthy Hebrews were taken from their homes and  

transplanted in Babylon. 
This was the Babylonian foreign policy of conquering other nations. 
Babylon thought they could control their vassal states this way. 
Ezekiel was very well educated and was from the tribe of Levi,  

which meant he was of the priestly class. 
If you remember Levites were not given land but only certain cities and the  
tithes of the Temple where they served. 

 But now he was removed from Jerusalem and the temple. 
 I wonder how it feels to have your vocation, your purpose taken from you. 
Ezekiel lived in a house of his own with his wife. 
His first visions come to him at the age of 30. 
It is these preliminary visions we will examine. 
Sadly, we know his wife dies around the time Jerusalem  

is burned to the ground due to its rebellion against Babylon. 
 Ezekiel was only 37 years old when this tragedy strikes. 
Some scholars argue that more than any other prophet  

– even Jeremiah and Hosea, Ezekiel lived out his messages. 
 
Chapter 1 – Divine Vision 
The first chapter of Ezekiel is a challenge on many levels. 
Not only does it tell us about Ezekiel but it is chalk full of images. 
Some uninformed and simple folk take these images and make a mess of them. 
 In fact Ezekiel can be read as a text for UFO cults! 
This is because they read into these images rather than seek to understand  

their original meanings and intentions. 
Ezekiel bears many resemblances to the book of Revelation in this manner. 
 Both these books are built upon symbolism and imagery. 
 The problem with this is uninformed people can twist these images. 
Having said this, however, we do need to try to understand the symbols  

so we can understand what they mean. 
Careful literary, cultural and historical study  

can reveal clues to more accurate explanations. 
 

 
 
This is a vision of God. 
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The North is the seat of Empires. 
Fire can be a symbol of glory, power and judgement. 
Cloud is mystery and hiddeness. 
The four creatures with four faces in four directions is a complex symbol. 
 Four is the universal number – four directions. 
 The lion is Lord of wild beasts. 
 The ox is Lord of domesticated animals. 
 The eagle is Lord of the skies. 
 The man is the steward of all creation. 
 They represent all creation. 
 Their outspread wings reveal glory, beauty and power. 
Wheels represent unhindered mobility. 
 There is nowhere that these attendant creatures cannot go 
  In a flash of lightening. 
 But these creatures and the wheels are only the base,  

the chassis of something greater. 
Remember that Ezekiel is a Hebrew priest. 
 He describes something above outstretched wings. 
 Just like the ark of the covenant. 
 Above the outstretched wings is the symbolic presence of God. 
 This is the seat and presence of the Living God. 
The voice is like that of rush of water. 
There is a crystal throne and on that throne  

is a figure who shines like molten metal – like the sun. 
The image is of a rainbow after rain – hope. 
It’s not just visual it is a feeling that Ezekiel is describing. 

 The feeling of seeing and hearing God. 
This is not merely literal – you are meant to see God through these words. 
You are to see God in your sanctified imagination. 
Have you ever seen God, heard God, felt his presence? 
 
The theological words or concepts of epiphany and theophany pale. 
The medieval theologian Thomas Aquinas,  

considered one of the greatest theologians in history 
was Celebrating the mass of St. Nicholas in 1273, when he saw Jesus. 
When this happened he was so struck he ceased his writing for a while. 
When his friend Reginald begged him to take up his work again he replied, 

"Reginald, I cannot, because all that I have written seems like straw to me." 
It was said that Thomas saw Jesus who asked him what he wanted, to which 
Thomas had replied, “Only you, Lord. Only you.” 
 
What would you do if you saw God? 
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Consistently, those who see God or know him are overwhelmed. 
In fact, the imagery of God is that of Jesus used both by the prophet Daniel and  

the apostle John in Revelation. 
Have you ever seen Jesus? 
Well, when we see Jesus, he initiates the conversation. 
  
Chapter 2: 1-15 – Divine Task 
God’s commissioning of Ezekiel is to the point. 
He is to speak to a rebellious people. 
He is not to be afraid. 
He is to speak what God has put inside him to speak. 
Ezekiel really feels this 

 – he feels what God feels when he sees the ruined world around him. 
 He is angry, he is sad, he is in distress. 
So what does he do? 
Does he yell at people on the street corner? 
Does he vent his feelings? 
No. He sits down in silence for 7 days. 
 
I’ve met Christian people who are passionate. 
I’ve been passionate myself for the cause of God. 
But often times my own stuff gets mixed in with God’s stuff. 
My own frustration with people clouds the purity of God’s message. 
We preach judgement without grace or we preach grace without judgement. 
The gospel is both. 
The Kingdom and its King are coming. 
What side are you on? 
 
A Christian agonizes and must wrestle with their darkness before speaking. 
There is no self-righteousness in a prophet. 
Only an affinity, a mutuality, an understanding and suffering. 
One of the deepest spiritual practices is silence. 
It is in silence we meet ourselves and with God. 
Our darkness and God’s light. 
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Chapter 3:16-27 – Your Only Job 
Ezekiel is told that he must simply speak the truth. 
If he speaks and the wicked listen, that is fine. 
If he speaks but the wicked do not listen, that is fine. 
But if he does not speak, the blood of those he fails to speak to is on him. 
 
Now, I must say something very clearly. 
This is the Old Testament. 
The Old Testament or Former Covenant or Relationship with God is simple. 
 Turn to God and receive his mercy or be judged by him. 
We live now in Light of the New Testament. 
Its message is: 
 Turn to God and receive his mercy or be judged by him. 
The message is exactly the same. 
The difference is that Jesus reveals the very heart of God even more. 
God is not just an angry judge throwing thunderbolts at people. 
God is a loving father, full of compassion, mercy and forgiveness. 
But make no mistake God is also just and must execute justice  

because he is good. 
 
Ezekiel must speak the truth no matter what. 
We must live the truth no matter what. 
 
What this means for us 

1. Attend to God in the Silence of a sanctified imagination. 
2. Your vocation is to live the Gospel in word and deed.  
3. Whether people respond is up to them, not you.  

 
God give us the eyes to see him, the love to follow him and the courage to 
proclaim him. 
 
Questions: 
 Have you heard/seen/felt God? How? 
 What is the cost of not living missionally both personally and to others? 
  

 


