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Wise Words 
Proverbs 
 
Proverbs 10 
11

The words of good people are a source of life,  
   but evil hides behind the words of the wicked.  
 
19

You will say the wrong thing if you talk too much--  
   so be sensible and watch what you say.  
 
21

 The words of the godly encourage many, 
      but fools are destroyed by their lack of common sense. 
 
Proverbs 11 
9
Dishonest people use gossip to destroy their neighbours;  

   good people are protected by their own good sense.  
 
12

It's not smart to say bad things about your neighbours.  
   If you are sensible, you will keep quiet.  
 
13

A gossip tells everything,  
   but a true friend will keep a secret.  
 
Proverbs 12 
13

We trap ourselves by telling lies,  
   but we stay out of trouble by living right.  
 
14

We are rewarded or punished  
   for what we say and do.  
 
18

 Some people make hurtful remarks, 
      but the words of the wise bring healing. 
 
 
19

 Truthful words stand the test of time, 
      but lies are soon exposed. 
 
22

 The LORD hates lying lips, 
      but he loves those who tell the truth. 
 
23

 The wise don’t make a show of their knowledge, 
      but fools broadcast their foolishness. 
 
Proverbs 13 
3
 Those who control their tongue will have a long life; 

      opening your mouth can ruin everything. 
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18

 If you ignore criticism, you will end in poverty and disgrace; 
      if you accept correction, you will be honoured. 
 
Proverbs 14 
 
6
 A mocker seeks wisdom and never finds it, 

      but knowledge comes easily to those with understanding. 
 
 
7
 Stay away from fools, 

      for you won’t find knowledge on their lips. 
 
Proverbs 15 
1
A kind answer soothes angry feelings,  

   but harsh words stir them up.  
 
4
Kind words are good medicine,  

   but deceitful words can really hurt.  
 
7
 The lips of the wise give good advice; 

      the heart of a fool has none to give. 
 
23

Giving the right answer at the right time  
   brings joy.  
 
26

The LORD hates evil thoughts,  
   but kind words please him.  
 
Proverbs 16 
13

 The king is pleased with words from righteous lips; 
      he loves those who speak honestly. 
 
21

 The wise are known for their understanding, 
      and pleasant words are persuasive. 
 
23

 From a wise mind comes wise speech; 
      the words of the wise are persuasive. 
 
Proverbs 17 
 
4
 Wrongdoers eagerly listen to gossip; 

      liars pay close attention to slander. 
 
 
5
 Those who mock the poor insult their Maker; 

      those who rejoice at the misfortune of others will be punished. 
 
7
 Eloquent words are not fitting for a fool; 

      even less are lies fitting for a ruler. 
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14

 Starting a quarrel is like opening a floodgate, 
      so stop before a dispute breaks out. 
 
27

It makes a lot of sense to be a person of few words  
   and to stay calm.  
 
28

Even fools seem smart when they are quiet.  
 
Proverbs 18 
4
 Wise words are like deep waters; 

      wisdom flows from the wise like a bubbling brook. 
 
 
6
 Fools’ words get them into constant quarrels; 

      they are asking for a beating. 
 
 
7
 The mouths of fools are their ruin; 

      they trap themselves with their lips. 
 
13

 To answer before listening—  
   that is folly and shame. 
 

20
 Wise words satisfy like a good meal; 

      the right words bring satisfaction. 
 
21

 The tongue can bring death or life; 
      those who love to talk will reap the consequences. 
 

20
 Get all the advice and instruction you can, 

      so you will be wise the rest of your life. 
 
Proverbs 19 
12

 Ears to hear and eyes to see— 
      both are gifts from the LORD. 
 
15

 Wise words are more valuable 
      than much gold and many rubies. 
 
19

 A gossip goes around telling secrets, 
      so don’t hang around with chatterers. 
 
Proverbs 21 
23

 Watch your tongue and guard your mouth, 
      and you will stay out of trouble. 
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Proverbs 23 
9
 Don’t waste your breath on fools, 

      for they will despise the wisest advice. 
 
Proverbs 24 
26

Giving an honest answer  
    is a sign of true friendship.  
 
Proverbs 25 
11

 Timely advice is lovely, 
      like golden apples in a silver basket. 
 
18

 Telling lies about others 
      is as harmful as hitting them with an ax, 
   wounding them with a sword, 
      or shooting them with a sharp arrow. 
 
20

 Singing cheerful songs to a person with a heavy heart 
      is like taking someone’s coat in cold weather 
      or pouring vinegar in a wound. 
 
 
Matthew 15 
18

 The things that come out of a person’s mouth come from the heart, and these defile 
them. 
 
James 3 
3
 When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the 

whole animal. 
4
 Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven 

by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. 
5
 Likewise, the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider 

what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 
6
 The tongue also is a fire, a world of 

evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole body, sets the whole course of 
one’s life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell. 
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1. Wise words requires us to listen.   
 The word listen occurs 24 times in Proverbs. 
 Listening comes before speaking  
 Being a good listener is important to becoming wise. 
 Along with that, we need to find wise people to attend to.   
 Most importantly are the words of Scripture  
  which were oral before written. 
 We need people who not only know  
  but live out the word of God in their lives.   
 We need good spiritual mentors and friends. 
 
2. Words have power to heal or destroy.   
 The whole, "Sticks and stones can break my bones  
  but words can never hurt me" is totally false.   
 Words can break you way worse than sticks or stones.   
 Derek Kidner writes, "What is done to you is of little account  
  compared to what is done in you." 
 
3. Gentle Words or wise speech  
 Humble - does not boast,  
 is restrained,  
 Discrete - does not gossip,  
 is timely,  
 thoughtful  
 and honest. 
 
4. Words reveal our heart. 
 The condition of a person's heart person is revealed by  
  what they say  
  and how they say it. 
 
Reflection 
 What words do you long to hear in your life? 
 What area do you need to work on to be wise in speech? 


