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The Purpose of the Church 
Ephesians 2:1-16 
 
4 Common Church Diseases 
Busyness vs. Prayer 
 
Pragmatism & Burnout  Borne of a Sense of Approval or Duty 
Pragmatic Churches tend to want to put people to work. 
‘It is important to know when we can give attention and when we need attention. Often 
we are inclined to give, give, and give without ever asking anything in return. We may 
think that this is a sign of generosity or even heroism. But it might be little else than a 
proud attitude that says: 
 
"I don't need help from others. I only want to give."  When we keep giving without 
receiving we burn out quickly.  Only when we pay careful attention to our own physical, 
emotional, mental, and spiritual needs can we be, and remain, joyful givers. 
 
There is a time to give and a time to receive.  We need equal time for both if we want to 
live healthy lives.’  - Henri Nouwen  

 
Leadership Insecurities 
 Leadership with insecurities and fears 
 A sense of security in power or control 
 The temptation of "Helping" 
 
Calcified Church Culture 
"The greatest threat to Christian identity is Current Church Culture." 
 - James Houston. 
 
"When a church becomes more concerned with preserving itself rather than 
advancing and representing the Kingdom of God, it fails." 
 
The inability to constantly reform and critique from the inside with a gracious 
and loving spirit. 
 
A Definition of the Church 
The church is not merely a building or an organization. 
It is a People. 
It comprises of every person  
 who truly follow Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. 
The true church has both a universal and local expression 
 which is sometimes hidden by the visible church. 
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The Purposes of the Church 
The Gathering of God's People to Worship 
 
The Church as Crucible 
The third Commandment 
Loving One Another 
 1 Corinthians 12-13 
Church is not about the Strong 
Church as Crucible, experimental ground 
Balance of Grace & Truth 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer - Life Together  
Writes about how living together challenges us to have God's love. 
 
The Church as Ambassador 
By virtue of simply being what it is mean to be. 
‘When we gather around the table and break the bread together, we are transformed 
not only individually but also as community.  We, people from  different ages and races, 
with different backgrounds and histories, become one body. As Paul says: "As there is 
one loaf, so we, although there are many of us, are one single body, for we all share in 
the one loaf" (1 Corinthians 10:17). 
 
Not only as individuals but also as community we become the living Christ, taken, 
blessed, broken, and given to the world.  As one body, we become a living witness of 
God's immense desire to bring all peoples and nations together as the one family of 
God.’ 
 
Henri Nouwen 

 
 
Some Vital Practices of the Church Community 
1. Learning about following Jesus (Discipleship) 
2. Worshipping God Together (Prayer & Worship) 
3. Sharing Everything both Material and Immaterial (Fellowship) 
4. Hospitality to All (Living the Kingdom Life Missionally & Incarnationally) 
 
Reflection Question 
How would you evaluate your church experience and what can you do to help 
our church community become the environment God calls it to be? 
 


