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A VOICE IN THE DESERT - THE VOICE OF CHANGE 
Mark 1:2-8 
 
Children's Message: John the Baptist 
 
Who is this? 
Here is a picture of him from the tradition of our brothers and sisters in the 
Eastern Church. 
 
 
And here is how we imagine he might have looked. 
 
 
Here is a coloring page for children: 
  
 
His name is John the Baptist, because he called people to be baptised. 
He lived very differently from other people because God called him to. 
He wore camel skin clothes and he ate grasshoppers and honey. 
 Stuff that you might if you lived in nature. 
He had one mission in life: to tell people that someone special was coming and 
to get ready. 
Do you know who that person was? - Jesus. 
Jesus even asked john to baptize him! 
Being baptised, that is having water poured over you, 
 was a sign that you wanted to follow God. 
Who here want to follow Jesus? 
Well, then when you are old enough, you should be baptised. 
Something to think about! 
A VOICE IN THE DESERT - THE VOICE OF CHANGE 
Mark 1:2-8 
 
The Power of a Promise 
Promises are important. 
If you promise to be somewhere at a certain promise, it shows respect. 
If you promise to do something you should do it. 
Jesus' comment about promises is that you don't need to be dramatic and  
 swear oaths by anything - just let your yes mean yes and your no, no. 
 In other words, be a person who does what you say you will do. 
The breaking of promises means the breaking of trust. 
 It erodes relationships and friendships. 
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When a promise is kept or broken it tells you a lot about a person. 
The Bible says, that a righteous person keeps their promise even if it hurts. 
Some promises are very powerful and meaningful. 
 One of those is a marriage vow. 
 Another is baptism. 
God also is the God of promises. 
What he says he will do. 
v.1-3 Tells us that the prophet Isaiah was told to give a specific promise. 
We know that over 300 promises that were made about Jesus in the OT 
 hundreds of years before he was born, were fulfilled. 
This is one of those 300. 
God was going to send someone, a voice from the wilds of the desert, 
 who would call people to return and prepare their hearts for God. 
 
The Voice in the Desert (v.4,6) 
John was the answer to that promise. 
Can you imagine being the fulfillment of God's promise? 
Well, you are.  Jesus said, " I will build my church and the gates of hell will not  
 overcome it." 
He was talking about you, about us. 
A people unlike other people in that we reflect the character of God 
 in our world in some form. 
John devoted his entirely life to this specific mission. 
He was asked to be a voice in the desert. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Voices in the City 
But you and I are also called to a particular task in this life. 
Teacher, doctor, barista, photographer, researcher, administrator, student  
 missionary, pastor ... 
You may not wear a camel-hair shirt and eat wild locusts 
But what about the way your live?  Not a lifestyle, but a way of life? 
A way of seeing, speaking and living that reflects God's values and not the  
 world's. 
We are the voice of those in this city or to the city of Vancouver. 
If you are to take this into your meditation and devotion, 
 God gave you a voice, will you use it for him? 
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# The King's Speech. 
John had a specific way of life that reflected his mission and so do we. 
What is the mission? 
 
The Mission 
Repentance (v.4-5) 
 John invited people to be honest with themselves and others. 
 Isn't that refreshing? 
 Some of us carry guilt, shame and sin alone, in secret  
  and mark my words: it will destroy you. 
 We yearn for a place to be honestly ourselves. 
 Do you know what one of the greatest fears of people is? 
  The fear that they will be found to be a fraud. 
  That they are not as strong, as smart, as powerful 
   as they want to be and other imagine them to be. 
 This is the nature of confession and repentance. 
 This is the reason a person is baptised. 
 Not because they are perfect but because they are not. 
 It is a public sign of weakness and humility. 
Forgiveness (v.4-5) 
 And this is why John's message is so beautiful. 
 It is not just about being raw and messy and honest. 
 It is about forgiveness, restoration, healing and hope. 
 This is the gospel. 
 No one can be saved if they do not admit to being lost. 
 Baptism uses water which washes us clean. 
Announcement (v.7) 
 The final dimension of the mission is in who John points to. 
 He says that someone greater is on the way. 
 For us this is not a future reality but a past, present and future one. 
 We know who has come. 
Our Mission 
Our mission is the same as John's. 
1. Be honest and invite honesty about sin. 
 this is called confession. 
2. Be willing to turn to God and invite others to do so as well. 
 this is called repentance. 
3. Believe in God's Forgiveness as you hope and tell others about it. 
4. Go to Jesus and point others to him. 
  
The practical reality of all these things is this:  
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 Be baptised it is the sign of Christ's love for you and yours for Christ. 
 Nothing should stand in your way. 
 Only the fear that you are not found to be good enough. 
 And that fear is founded in pride. 
 
The Baptism of Jesus (v.8) 
 One last note. 
 The baptism of John is not the same as the baptism of Jesus. 
 It is true that every Christian should take on the  
  baptism of repentance and forgiveness. 
 But we also then take on the baptism of Jesus. 
  And what does the Bible say? 
 We are not baptised by water but by the Holy Spirit. 
 Much has been made out of all this. 
 Often in the wrong direction of codifying and excluding and confusion. 
 Let me simple say this. 
 Every Christian who truly spends time with Jesus, 
  will know the power of the Holy Spirit in their life. 
 Yes, some have spectacular gifts of healing, or tongues, or prophesy but  
  they are no more important than the vital gifts of teaching, wisdom,  
  discernment, compassion, administration or music. 
 The true sign of the Holy Spirit is not tongues as some insist upon, 
  but the biblical sign of the Spirit is Love. 
 
Food for Thought: 
1. What is my current mission and what does it look like? 
2. Think deeply about confession, repentance and forgiveness in your own life. 
3. Who in your life can you invite to this way of life and point to Jesus? 
4. Consider what it means for you to be baptised by the Holy Spirit. 
 


