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Mark 10:1-12 
Love & Faithfulness 
 
Jesus then left that place and went into the region of Judea and across the Jordan. Again crowds of 
people came to him, and as was his custom, he taught them. 

 
2 Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 
 
3 “What did Moses command you?” he replied. 

 
4 They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.” 

 
5 “It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law,” Jesus replied. 6 “But at the 
beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female.’ 7 ‘For this reason a man will leave his 

father and mother and be united to his wife, 8 and the two will become one flesh.’  So they are no 

longer two, but one flesh. 9 Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 
 
10 When they were in the house again, the disciples asked Jesus about this. 11 He answered, “Anyone 

who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against her. 12 And if she 
divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits adultery.” 

 
Children’s Message: Marriage is Like Glue 
Two beautiful pieces of paper on their own. 
Two people meet and they make a very important decision to be married 
To be with each other forever. 
They form a very strong bond (use glue) before God and in their hearts. 
We call this a Covenant or lasting promise. 
But sadly, sometimes the decision they made to be together is not a good one 
 or they realize that they don't want to be married anymore. 
And so they separate. But what happens? (pull papers apart) 
Once you are together, you can’t separate without a lot of pain and ugliness. 
 
Here is the lesson: 
First, we may have friends at school or even here in church whose  
 mommies and daddies have been hurt this way.  
 They may even be your mommy or daddy. 
 Never make fun of them, but show them the love of Jesus. 
 Be kind to them and comfort them because they might be very hurt. 
Second of all, if you choose to be married, choose wisely. 
 The Bible tells us to choose not someone who just says they are Christian, 
 But someone who really loves and follows Jesus. 
Finally, always remember, marriage is like glue. 
 It is meant to bring people together forever in love. 
 And to break that makes God very sad because he knows it hurts a lot. 
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Love & Faithfulness 
 
Heaven & Hell 
Relationships are the most wonderful thing in the world. 
They can also be the most terrible in the world. 
Relationships are complex and can be very difficult. 
Acquaintances can be pleasant or awkward. 
Friendships can be deep or challenging. 
An Marriages can be heaven or hell. 
The closer you are to a person, the greater the potential for joy or pain. 
 
The Trap 
Jesus is teaching in Judea, closer to Jerusalem in the South than he normally is. 
And the Pharisees come out specifically to test him. 
Now remember, the Pharisees are very legalistic and holier than thou types. 
 They love obeying the letter of the law and then some. 
 For example, the is evidence in the Bible that they took the Jewish food  
  laws to such extremes they would run all that they drank through a  
  sieve to insure they didn't ingest an insect, something they thought  
  might defile them - make them unacceptable to God. 
An so they test Jesus, lay a trap for him. 
 
The crowds cam to see Jesus and they ask him a slippery question. 
"Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?" 
Why did they ask him that specific question? 
Remember, this is a trap. 
But it is a trap we may be unfamiliar with. 
So let me explain. 
 
In Jesus' day there were no divorce courts. 
Divorce, in fact was not a legal issue. 
The word in the Bible means to dismiss, forsake, neglect, let loose. 
You see, in our society, laws protect people from abuses and injustice. 
In Jesus' world, a man could divorce his wife simply by saying,  
  "Get out of my house. I don't want you." 
Divorces is never mentioned in the Bible until the time of Moses the lawgiver 
 who required men to issue their wives a certificate of divorce. 
Why? Because women of that time were without status. 
Without a certificate of divorce, they could never remarry. 
If they could never remarry, they were destitute and without status or means. 
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Notice how the Pharisees frame the question: 
Is it lawful for a MAN to divorce his wife. 
In fact we know that there existed and still exists a prayer from the traditions 
that thanks God that one is not 3 things - A Gentile, A Slave, or a woman. 
But here's the rub - The Pharisee put Jesus between a rock and a hard place. 
If he says, ye the man can divorce, the men cheer and the women are hurt. 
If he says no, the women will be encouraged and the men be outraged. 
It's a lose-lose proposition. 
And frankly, the men were in charge  
 - and yet Jesus often chose the side of the oppressed and powerless. 
 He treated women with significant and probably observable regard. 
 
Upside Down 
How does God handle power? 
Does he demand that the weak seize power form the strong? 
No. 
He tells the strong to give power to the weak.  To share. 
And so Jesus makes a scathing comment. 
"Moses let you do this because your hearts are hard." 
Hardness of heart was not just about being stubborn. 
 It was about being Godless. 
Essentially, Jesus is saying, this is not the "command" of Moses, but a way of 
protecting women! You don't get it do you? 
 
He then throws the entire system of thought and culture upside down. 
Women are not lesser than men to be discarded or dismissed. 
To be cast off like clothing. 
He quotes the creation account where it says, 
 And God created humanity in his own image. 
 Men AND Women he created them. 
 Implying that the image of God is found in not one but both together. 
Then, he says, it is the man who must leave his mother and father! 
 In Jewish custom, the woman leaves her family to join the man's house. 
 Jesus, quote genesis yet again and throw it upside down. 
He says they are one flesh - inseparable. 
 Like glue that makes them one and not two. 
 Like the candle lighting ceremony. 
Indeed he says, God makes them one and no one should separate them. 
There is no reply noted. 
He honours both sexes but in doing so raises the place of women  
 and humbles the men. 
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Those who have must speak for the have nots. 
There is a reason why I allow women in ministry. 
Why Pastor Diana is a pastor here. 
I give my position, power and influence, what little I have 
 to those who do not have it. 
We must speak for those who have not voice. 
We must lay a foundation for those who have no place to stand. 
And one day they will be able to stand for themselves. 
But not be belligerent like those who would oppress them but gracious and 
strong from the inside out. 
This is what Jesus is doing. 
 
Two Way Street 
Jesus adds one thing when he is alone with the disciples. 
Something helpful for our own society and culture of divorce. 
He says, the one who divorces, meaning "breaks the marriage" 
 neglects, dismisses, abandons, forsakes, betrays, ruins, lets loose 
 is in the wrong. 
Man or Woman. 
In our society today,  "Get out of my life. I don't want you anymore." 
The papers come well after what Jesus considers the divorce. 
 
Compassion 
I've officiated a lot of weddings. 
I've counselled a lot of couples. 
I know that keeping a marriage together is hard. 
But it takes two to tango. 
Marriage erode - they don't break all of a sudden. 
Lies, secrets, fantasies, lack of communication and trust, these build up. 
 but I want to make this very clear. 
1. Divorce grieves God because he loves us and he knows it guts us. 
2. Singles - Be at peace in singleness and choose wisely if you marry. 
3. Divorced - Also be at peace.  Own your part in the breaking of our marriage, 
forgive if you can and when you can.  We will walk with you as you seek to 
follow the way of Jesus as you know it now.  We will speak truth but also grace.  
You are welcome to recover here. 
4. Married - never take a single day for granted.  Work on your marriage - go to 
conferences, workshops.  Have good counselors and friends in marriage.  If you 
are hurting don't hide. 
We all need each other singles, married, divorced as Jesus makes us all new. 
 


