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Like Little Children 
Mark 10:13-17 
 

CEB 
13 

People were bringing children to Jesus so that he would bless them. But the 
disciples scolded them. 

14 
When Jesus saw this, he grew angry and said to them, 

“Allow the children to come to me. Don’t forbid them, because God’s kingdom 
belongs to people like these children. 

15 
 I assure you that whoever doesn’t 

welcome God’s kingdom like a child will never enter it.” 
16 

Then he hugged the 
children and blessed them. 
 

17 
As Jesus continued down the road, a man ran up, knelt before him, and asked, 

“Good Teacher, what must I do to obtain eternal life?” (CEB) 
 
NIV 
13 

People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on 
them, but the disciples rebuked them. 

14 
When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. 

He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for 
the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 

15 
Truly I tell you, anyone who will 

not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” 
16 

And he 
took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them. 
 
17 

As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before 
him. “Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
 
 
How We See Children 
1. We dismiss them 
2. We treat them like adults 
3. We idolize them 
4. We think they are unaware or ignorant 
5. We live vicariously through them 
 
How Jesus Sees Children 
1. He Loves them and wants them to come to him 
2. He hugs them & touches them 
3. Protects them from adults 
4. He sees them as being closer to the kingdom 
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Children and Adults 
1. Children are pre-disposed to trust because they are defenceless 
2. Children become adults by learning to protect themselves. 
 Defense mechanisms - manipulation, deception, mistrust 
 This can turn towards cynism, disillusionment, fear 
3. There are mature children and childish adults. 
 
How were you shaped as a child? 
Most negative memory of rejection. 
Most positive life giving memory of love and acceptance. 
 
God call us all to be his children but some of us want to remain adults apart 
from him. 
 
What Must I do to Inherit Eternal Life? 
A Man seeks to receive the kingdom. - Eternal Life. 
The contrast is from that of a child. 
The man has everything while a child has nothing. 
And that is the difference. 
Those who have much and hold on to it will lose the kingdom. 
Those who have little have little to lose. 
We enter the kingdom with empty hands. 
We shed our skin in this life. 
 
 
 


