
AMBITION & SUCCESS 
James 3:13-16 

1Thessalonians 4:11-12  

 
Recap 
Money is a visceral thing. 
It has real physical, psychological and spiritual power. 
All it's power, however, is attributed. 
In other words, we imbue it with power. 
It is the source of all kinds of pain and evil but it can also be a source of blessing and good. 
The underlying principle of the Kingdom is Righteouness. 
1. Right relationship with God. 
2. Right relationship with Others. 
3. Right relatedness to Creation. 
 
Ambition & Success Questions 
How can I actually depend on God for money/provision when the main way I earn money is by working for it? 

How do we address the “prosperity gospel” that some Christians live by? 
Is there a place for personal ambition? 

Is it wrong to be ambitious? Without ambition or drive how would anyone succeed? 
Shouldn’t success be allowed for Christians? 

Should we seek to climb the corporate ladder or not? 

 
am•bi•tion (æmˈbɪʃ ən) 
n. 1. an earnest desire for some type of achievement or distinction, as wealth or fame, and the willingness to strive for it. 
n. 2. the object or state desired or sought after: A theatrical career is her ambition. 
n. 3. a desire for work or activity: I awoke feeling tired and lacking in ambition. 
v.t. 4. to seek after earnestly; aspire to. 
[Middle English ambicioun, excessive desire for honor, power, or wealth, from Old French ambition, from Latin ambiti, ambitin-, from ambitus, past 
participle of ambre, to go around (for votes); see ambient.] 

 
Ambition & Success Principles 

 
James 3:13-17 
13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you 
harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is 
earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. 

17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and 
sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness. 

1 Thessalonians 4:11-12  
11 Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You should mind your own business and work with your hands, just as we told you, 12 so that your daily life may 
win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody. 

 
Ends & Means 
Eritheia vs. Philotimeomai 
Eritheia is "selfish ambition" related to rivalry and getting recognition and praise.  It carries a negative connotation. 
Philotimeoman is "ambition" and translates directly as "the love of honour" connoting the desire for what is good. 
The difference is whether or not it is for right relationship and relatedness or selfish gain. 
Ambition, passion or striving in itself is not evil. 
1. It is the object and goal of your ambition, passion or striving that reveals what is in your heart and that is good or evil, wise or foolish. 
2. The goal of your ambition is dependent on your definition of success. 

 
Ambition & Success Answers 
How can I actually depend on God for money/provision when the main way I earn money is by working for it? 

You may work for it, but in order for you to work, you depend on things that you cannot acquire for yourself. 
1. Existence - you cannot make yourself be born! - your body, mind, character. 
2. Resources - Your station in life, class, education, culture, society whether you have little or a lot to start with. 
There are also many things you cannot possibly control by which you must simply trust God for. 

 
How do we address the “prosperity gospel” that some Christians live by? 

By simply pointing out the passages in Scripture where Jesus and many other saints of the past suffered and were persecuted for obedience. 
The problem with prosperity gospel that emphasizes that God will give health and wealth to those who trust him is that is focuses on material things and 
treats God as some kind of goods dealer. 
Yes, God wants good for us, but that does not mean just material things. 
This is a heresy that many churches are mired in or skate very close to. 
God does is not here to make us happy. 



He is making us good. 
There is a world of difference between the two. 

 
Is there a place for personal ambition? 

Yes.  
All ambition is personal but not all ambition is good. 
Is it selfish ambition or is it honorable ambition that takes into account righteousness? 
There is an evaluation for ambition. 

 
Is it wrong to be ambitious?  
Yes & No. 
Depends on what the object is as stated. 

 
Without ambition or drive how would anyone succeed? 

Depends on your definition of success. 
If success means making a truckload of money, that's not really too hard. 
It depends on what you sacrifice along the way - your family, your friends, your integrity, your soul. 
If success means getting out of bed everyday, loving your family, doing good rather than evil then that also has its challenges. 
I know some spectacularly successful people in the worldly sense who are simultaneously miserable failures. 
King Solomon and Jesus are pretty much definitions of failure and success. 
They both had "ambition" but one had eritheia and the other had philitimeomai. 

 
Shouldn’t success be allowed for Christians? 

Everything is allowed. 
Whether it leads to heaven or hell is up to you. 

 
Should we seek to climb the corporate ladder or not? 

Let's answer this question with another question. 
The answer lies in how your respond to why you want to climb that ladder or not. 
There is nothing intrinsically wrong in doing well and being promoted. 
But what you do with the power and prestige you receive determines the direction of your discipleship. 
 
I'll tell you what ambition is for. 
This is about a man named Oskar Schindler who lived to make himself happy. 
He was an ambitious man who wanted to be rich and famous. 
One day, when he saw the cruelty of the Nazis and the plight of the jews, his ambitions changed. 
Not right away, but slowly. 
He continued his work but he also found his vocation. 
And even in the end, he remained ambitious for the right things. 
 
 
Schindler's List Video Clip 

 
 


