
Advent 3: Home (Lectio Divina) 
 
Luke 15:11-32 

 
Context 
Luke 15:1-3 

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the Pharisees 
and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 
 
Parable of the Sheep. 1 of 100 
Parable of the lost coin. 1 of 10 
Parable of the lost son. 1 of 2. 
But which son is really lost? 
 
Themes 
Money - Inheritance, self-indulgence - causing one to leave home. 
Jealousy & Envy - Judgement, condemnation, duty, bitterness - causing one to step out of the 
home. 
Repentance - at the end of one's rope, the problem of pride, the necessity of humility, restoration 
and reconciliation. 
 
Questions 
What is it in this parable that the Holy Spirit is directing you to? 
What does/would it mean for you to come home? 
Where are you in this story? 
 
Lectio Divina 
Preparation 

 Sit comfortably with your eyes closed. Relax your body in a posture that is also attentive 
and slow your breathing. 

 Relax your mind. If you find intrusive thoughts occurring, gather them up and release 
them to God. 

 Focus your attention upon God’s presence. 
 You may wish to use a centring or breath prayer. 
 Let yourself be fully aware of the mystery of divine love that continually upholds you and 

receive it as a gift. 

 
Lectio & Meditatio: Reading, Listening and Meditating 

 The passage of scripture is read aloud twice - be attentive to what in this parable the Holy 
Spirit is directing you to. 



 Silence for 2-3 minutes. Listen to the Spirit and then formulate a concise answer to the 
question. 

 Sharing: What is it in this parable that the Holy Spirit is directing you to?  A simple 
statement of one or a few words. No elaboration. 

 
Lectio & Meditatio: Reading, Listening and Meditating 

 The passage of scripture is read aloud twice - be attentive to what it means for you to 
come home. 

 Silence for 2-3 minutes. Listen to the Spirit and then formulate a concise answer to the 
question. 

 Sharing: What it means for you to come home?  A simple statement of one or a few 
words. No elaboration. 

 
Lectio & Meditatio: Reading, Listening and Meditating 

 The passage of scripture is read aloud twice - be attentive to where you are in this story. 
 Silence for 2-3 minutes. Listen to the Spirit and then formulate a concise answer to the 

question. 
 Sharing: Where are you in this story?  A simple statement of one or a few words. No 

elaboration. 

 
Oratio: Prayer 

 After full sharing, pray for the person to your right, incorporating what they have shared. 
As for clarification if needed. 

 
Contemplatio: Contemplation 

 Finally, simply rest in God's embrace. 

 When He invites you to return to your pondering of His word or to your inner dialogue with 
Him, do so. 

 Learn to use words when words are helpful, and to let go of words when they no longer 
are necessary. 

 Rejoice in the knowledge that God is with you in both words and silence, in spiritual 
activity and inner receptivity. 

 Close your time of contemplation with a short prayer of thanksgiving, recognising that 
there is no end to being in God’s presence. 

   
 


