
The Power of the Holy Spirit 
1 Corinthians 13 

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging 
cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith 
that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over 
my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it 
is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but 
rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; 
where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when 
completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a 
child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 12 For now we see 
only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even 
as I am fully known. 

13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

 
Children's Message: The Power of Yes & No 
 
 
Introduction 
Winding Up the sessions on Money, Sex & Power. 
 
Gift & Curse (Genesis Creation & Fall Account) 
Power is a gift of God to humanity so that like him they can create and make both in the physical, 
psychological and spiritual. 
Power, however, given sinful nature, can be used to do the absolute opposite - destroy, oppress and 
dominate. 
Whereas sinful use of power serves the self or one's own, divine use of power brings the kingdom of God 
which is marked by grace and justice. 
 
Discussion: Name one thing you have helped make or create to bring life and joy into the world. 
 
Lord of All: Ultimate Power & Authority (All Authority Given to Jesus - Matthew 28:18) 
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me." 
Ultimately all power and authority now rests in Christ. 
He who in humility surrendered power to save the work will also I power judge it. 
His power is unlike human powers I that is transcends it. 
True power is the ability to do what you will. 
God alone is almighty. 
Thankfully, God is good. 
We struggle simply to shape the world the way we want it with our power. 
Unfortunately, we are not good. 
 



Powers & Principalities (Ephesians 6:10-12) 
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take 
your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly realms. 
Angels and Demons 
Neither deny nor hyperspiritualize. 
Jesus is Lord. 
We have no power apart from Christ. 
 
Discussion: Have you ever encountered either angels or demons? 
 
Miracle - God's Transforming Power (Ezekiel 37 - Valley of Dry Bones) 

The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of a 
valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor 
of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” 

I said, “Sovereign LORD, you alone know.” 

4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! 5 This is 
what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will 
attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you 
will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’” 

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the 
bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered 
them, but there was no breath in them. 

9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the 
Sovereign LORD says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’” 10 So 
I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a 
vast army. 

11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and 
our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: 
My people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of 
Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and bring you up from 
them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know 
that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD.’” 

 
Discussion: Have you ever witnessed a miracle or the supernatural? 
 
Miracles do happen. 
People can be healed. 
There is speaking in tongues, prophesy, dreams and revelations. 
But these need to be tested, matured and practiced in a space where there is accountability and grace. 
Mistakes can and are made. 



We need both faith and faithfulness rather than fear. 
To not use our spiritual gifts weakens the local church. 
To become self-dependent or self-directed in ministry is a danger. 
But the spectacular is only a sign of God's presence. 
The truest form of God's power is in something else. 
 
True Power- 1 Corinthians 13 
But the true power of God is about transformation 
Not merely of our environment or political systems 
But of our hearts - which in many ways is the source of our sin and suffering in the world. 
Faith, Hope & Love. 
And why? 
 
 
"As long as we think we can save ourselves by our own willpower, we will only make the evil in us stronger 
than ever." - Heini Arnold 
 
Because the Spirit will bring conviction that leads to repentance. 
Otherwise Christ the saviour will bring bring judgement. 
 
But we can say no. 
In fact, we do say no. 
A lot. 
God Kills - Art Greco 
"Help me, dear, holy assasin.  For if You don't, I fear I'll nourish those inner drives to the point where THEY kill 
ME. Amen." 
It is the Spirit of God who we interact with and it is the Spirit who changes us from the inside out. 
 
 
The Power of Prayer 
Because it accesses the Spirit of Christ 
It reveals the state of our faith. 
Prayer at it's best is simply saying no to your inordinate desires and saying yes to God. 
"I will follow you." 
"Come Holy Spirit." 
 
 
 
 


