
Genesis 33:18-34:31 
Consequence 
 
Have you ever heard of the Butterfly effect? 
A.k.a. Generational curses. 
Causality. 
Chain of events. 
Domino effect. 
Systems theory whether in relationship, physics, politics. 
How did we get to where we are? 
 
We started our journey with the Creation, the Fall, the Chosen People. 
The plan of redemption is now in play. 
God's plan of salvation is at work. 
Humanity will be saved from it's sin. 
But there are bumps along the way. 
A lot of bumps. 
To call what happened in Shechem a bump would be a gross understatement. 
Is this God's salvation plan? 
Does he not call on Israel to bear his name to the whole world? 
Yes, he does. 
But you see, God may ask something of us, but we don't have to respond to him. 
And that has it's consequences. 
 
Jacob in Brief 
Isaac 
Isaac & Rebekah 
Twins - Esau & Jacob 
Family Favouritism and division 
Stealing the Blessing 
Bethel 
Laban 
Leah & Rachel 
Return from a worn out welcome with a clan 
Wrestling with the Angel 
Esau 
 
 
Dominoes of Shechem 
 
Dinah Dallies with the Shechemite Women 
Prince Shechem rapes her and abuses her. 
Yet he is taken by her and desires her - falling in love. 
Jacob does nothing. 
Dinah's blood brothers are incensed. 
Hamor, father of the unruly Shechem, comes to Jacob to ask for Dinah. 



He is willing to pay for her for his bratty son. 
Jacob is so passive he leaves the negotiations to his sons. 
They ask for nothing except the circumcision of the Shechemites. 
They do this because they plan vengeance. 
What a deal! 
It is meant to be an economic alliance. 
A rich merchant in Shechem! 
But of course it all goes south. 
Genocide - pillaging. 
Shechem is destroyed. 
Only then does Jacob speak up. 
He is upset and afraid that they have drawn the hatred of the Canaanites. 
No word of Dinah. 
He is taking the path of least resistance, of comfort. 
Simeon and Levi were hotheads. 
Poor fathering. 
Unrestrained, untaught, undisciplined, unwise. 
And so a tragedy of Shakespearean proportions. 
 
Why? 
Why this story? 
Why so many like it? 
Because the way you live matters. 
Everything you do matters. 
Our lives are made of choices big and small. 
Everyone's choices compounds to form a massive system of sin and devastation. 
This is but a microcosm of our world today. 
 
Instead of serving God and the story of Redemption, Jacob thought he would 
take it easy. 
 
The promise he made years ago at Bethel, he did not keep. 
He settles instead. 
He settles. 
He builds and altar in a place he did not promise because it was convenient. 
He settled for a lip service kind of faith. 
Complacency, apathy, comfort, slumber of the soul. 
This is the consequence of the pursuit, nay settling for happiness. 
 
And where is God in this story? 
He is absent for a reason. 
Because no one was following him. 
 
And Us 
How do we live? 
Where is God in our lives? 



You see, the gospel is about the continued intervention of God. 
The work of Christ frees us from this causality and consequence. 
All who accept his invitation into the Kingdom can choose to live another way. 
This doesn’t happen overnight either. 
But every choice towards the Kingdom leads us there. 
And brings light and life to us and to those around us far and near. 
A good life is lived at a cost to our comfort. 
We are not called to be happy or comfortable. 
We are called to love, faith and obedience. 
IN answering that call, we bring life to other. 
When we do not, we join them in death. 

 


