
Who Am I? 
Exodus 1:6-14; 1:22-2:10 
 
Today I am going to speak about a people who are not wanted. 
     A people that others feared because of what would happen if they welcomed them. 
     They feared that they would join their enemies and threaten them. 
     So they denied their humanity, used them and let them die. 
     I am going to tell you the story about a little boy who was placed in a little boat 
          so that his life cold be saved. 
     A little boy who was drawn from the water and changed the world. 
 
I am actually referring to two boys. 
One was Moses. 

 
The other is Aylan Kurdi. 

 
 
Moses was born in a time of turmoil. 

 
His people the Israelites were feared by the Egyptians because they were so many. 
And so the Israelites were enslaved. 
It even got to the point where every baby boy was ordered to be killed. 
 
Aylan Kurdi was born in a time of turmoil. 

 
A civil war still rages in Syria between the regime and the rebels. 
Not only that, the violent fanatical Islamic State 
     is waging a war to establish a religious empire. 
And so the many Syrians, their homes destroyed an their lives threatened, 
     became refugees - people who have to leave their homes. 

 
The refugees are not welcome in many places because they are so many. 
They are put into camps. 

 
 

 
They are stopped at the borders. 

 
People are afraid that they will bring radical ideas and become their enemies. 
And so the refugees use desperate measures to find a safe place to live. 
 
Moses' family was desperate to save him from being killed by the Egyptians. 



So they made him a little boat. 

 
And put him in the water to hide him so he would be safe. 
 
Aylan's family were also desperate. 
So they all got into a crowded little boat. 

 
They hoped this boat would take them to a new land where they would be safe. 
 
And this is where the story becomes very different. 
Moses' little boat was found by a princess of Egypt. 

 
She took him and raised him as her own son against the rules of the Pharaoh. 
 
Sadly, Aylan's body was found on a beach. 

 
His mother and brother and he had drowned when their boat sank. 
 
When Moses grew up, he saw how his people were being abused. 

 
An Egyptian was beating an Israelite and in his anger, he murdered the Egyptian. 
Then he hid his body in the sand and thought no one would find out. 

 
One day, he saw two of his own people fighting with each other he told them to stop. 
They asked him if he was going to kill them too like he killed the Egyptian. 

Moses knew his secret was out and so he ran away into the desert.  
 
Aylan will never grow up. 



He was only 3 years old. 
But someone took a picture of his body and sent it to the whole world. 
 

 
The world that did not want these refugees, 
The world that ignored them and continued living their own comfortable lives. 

 
The world that used more talk, more guns, more bombs 
     and more violence to solve the problem. 
 
After many years living in the desert, God called Moses again. 

 
He told him to go and bring his people out of slavery. 
God hears their cries.  God sees their suffering. 
God is not apathetic or complacent. 
He never is. 
He wanted Moses to save his people. 
But Moses said - "Who am I to do this?" 
 
God asks us every day to use our lives to bring people out of darkness. 

 
He calls us to to love our neighbours. 
Perhaps it is to open your home to invite refugees in. 
Perhaps it is to tell a friend, family member or an acquaintance that Jesus loves them. 
Do you want to say yes? 
Or will you ask, "Who am I? I can't do anything?  I'm just one person!" 
 
Moses told God to send someone else. 
Moses was afraid. 
He didn't want such a big responsibility! 

 
He wasn't Superman, Wonder Woman, Batman, Aquaman, Green Lantern or The Flash! 
He wasn't a super hero! 
You know what God told him? 
I'll be with you. 
I'm going to do it. 
I just want to you come with me. 
 
And that is what Jesus tells us! 

 
That he will be with us always - to the very end. 
If we live lives that are obedient to what he asks us to to. 
And we don't do it alone. 



We do it together. 

 
We will witness great things happen. 
 
Moses let God use his life to save people. 

 
Will you? 
 
By the Numbers 

 
There are many organizations that currently work to help refugees. 
The sponsorship cost for a family of 4 is $27,000 a year. $2250/mo. 
Our current wait time is 18 months to 4 years. 
Despite the challenges, I want to invite you - to invite us to consider sponsorship. 
Whether as individuals or as a church. 
Let us pray and discern what and how God wants of us. 
 
 
 
 
Notes: 

 
Southern Sudan - Girl Stalked by Vulture 
     Sudan March 1st 1993 
     Kevin Carter - of the "Bang Bang Club" committed suicide in 1994 
     after receiving a Pulitzer for the photo. 
 



 
A wounded Ali Ismail Abbas 
     "Little Ali" became a cause célèbre after this series of shots. 
     They were beamed around the world to picture editors 
          who turned him into the face of Iraqi civilian suffering. 
     Photo: Faleh Kheiber, 2003. 
 

 
Fleeing a Napalmed Village 
     Photographed from left, Phan Thanh Tam, brother of Kim Phuc, 
     Phan Thanh Phouc, youngest brother of Kim Phuc, 
     Kim Phuc, 
     and Kim’s cousins, Ho Van Bon and Ho Thi Ting. 
     By Nick Ut, 1972 
 
Aylan Kurdi (3 years old) 
     Died of drowning with his brother and mother while escaping from Turkey to Greece. 



     They were refugees from Syria, which is embroiled in civil war and a war against ISIL. 
     2015 
 


