
Judges 19 - Paradise Lost & Found 
 

1 In those days Israel had no king. 

Now a Levite who lived in a remote area in the hill country of Ephraim took a concubine from Bethlehem 

in Judah. 
2 

But she was unfaithful to him. She left him and went back to her parents’ home in Bethlehem, 

Judah. After she had been there four months, 
3 

her husband went to her to persuade her to return. He had 

with him his servant and two donkeys. She took him into her parents’ home, and when her father saw him, 

he gladly welcomed him. 
4 

His father-in-law, the woman’s father, prevailed on him to stay; so he 

remained with him three days, eating and drinking, and sleeping there. 

5 
On the fourth day they got up early and he prepared to leave, but the woman’s father said to his son-in-

law, “Refresh yourself with something to eat; then you can go.” 
6 

So the two of them sat down to eat and 

drink together. Afterward the woman’s father said, “Please stay tonight and enjoy yourself.” 
7 

And when 

the man got up to go, his father-in-law persuaded him, so he stayed there that night. 
8 
On the morning of 

the fifth day, when he rose to go, the woman’s father said, “Refresh yourself. Wait till afternoon!” So the 

two of them ate together. 

9 
Then when the man, with his concubine and his servant, got up to leave, his father-in-law, the woman’s 

father, said, “Now look, it’s almost evening. Spend the night here; the day is nearly over. Stay and enjoy 

yourself. Early tomorrow morning you can get up and be on your way home.” 
10 

But, unwilling to stay 

another night, the man left and went toward Jebus (that is, Jerusalem), with his two saddled donkeys and 

his concubine. 

11 
When they were near Jebus and the day was almost gone, the servant said to his master, “Come, let’s 

stop at this city of the Jebusites and spend the night.” 

12 
His master replied, “No. We won’t go into any city whose people are not Israelites. We will go on to 

Gibeah.” 
13 

He added, “Come, let’s try to reach Gibeah or Ramah and spend the night in one of those 

places.” 
14 

So they went on, and the sun set as they neared Gibeah in Benjamin. 
15 

There they stopped to 

spend the night. They went and sat in the city square, but no one took them in for the night. 

16 
That evening an old man from the hill country of Ephraim, who was living in Gibeah (the inhabitants of 

the place were Benjamites), came in from his work in the fields. 
17 

When he looked and saw the traveler in 

the city square, the old man asked, “Where are you going? Where did you come from?” 

 
18 

He answered, “We are on our way from Bethlehem in Judah to a remote area in the hill country of 

Ephraim where I live. I have been to Bethlehem in Judah and now I am going to the house of the 

LORD. No one has taken me in for the night. 
19 

We have both straw and fodder for our donkeys and bread 

and wine for ourselves your servants—me, the woman and the young man with us. We don’t need 

anything.” 

20 
“You are welcome at my house,” the old man said. “Let me supply whatever you need. Only don’t 

spend the night in the square.” 
21 

So he took him into his house and fed his donkeys. After they had 

washed their feet, they had something to eat and drink. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges+19&version=NIV#fen-NIV-7043a


22 
While they were enjoying themselves, some of the wicked men of the city surrounded the house. 

Pounding on the door, they shouted to the old man who owned the house, “Bring out the man who came 

to your house so we can have sex with him.” 

23 
The owner of the house went outside and said to them, “No, my friends, don’t be so vile. Since this man 

is my guest, don’t do this outrageous thing. 
24 

Look, here is my virgin daughter, and his concubine. I will 

bring them out to you now, and you can use them and do to them whatever you wish. But as for this man, 

don’t do such an outrageous thing.” 

25 
But the men would not listen to him. So the man took his concubine and sent her outside to them, and 

they raped her and abused her throughout the night, and at dawn they let her go. 
26 

At daybreak the 

woman went back to the house where her master was staying, fell down at the door and lay there until 

daylight. 

27 
When her master got up in the morning and opened the door of the house and stepped out to continue 

on his way, there lay his concubine, fallen in the doorway of the house, with her hands on the threshold. 
28 

He said to her, “Get up; let’s go.” But there was no answer. Then the man put her on his donkey and 

set out for home. 

 
29 

When he reached home, he took a knife and cut up his concubine, limb by limb, into twelve parts and 

sent them into all the areas of Israel. 
30 

Everyone who saw it was saying to one another, “Such a thing has 

never been seen or done, not since the day the Israelites came up out of Egypt. Just imagine! We must do 

something! So speak up!” 

 

 

Paradise Lost 
 

When a Good Thing Goes Bad 
How does marriage end in divorce? 

How does success end in failure? 

How does hard work end in emptiness? 

How does hospitality end in violence? 

How does leadership end in tyranny? 

How does faith end in faithlessness? 

 

Judges & The Tragedy of Israel 
Judges is a study in the decline of Israel. 

It tell an unflinching story of God’s chosen people in the promised land. 

What could be better? 

It is a dream come true. 

Saved from slavery, purified in the desert, the possess the land God give them. 

This should have been paradise! 

But no, they turn what should have been a paradise into a hell. 

 

Judges 19 is pretty close to the bottom of the barrel just before Israel hits rock bottom. 

It reads like the script of a film noir. 

Except this happens every single day we live on this planet. 

We are just not aware of it. 

Thousands of families are broken every day. 



Thousands of women are raped and debased everyday. 

If you read on in this story, the tribes of Israel are outraged 

     and ask the Benjamites to surrender the the perpetrators for execution. 

The Benjamites refuse and a civil war begins. 

     God is dragged into the story with false prophesies. 

     Tens of thousands are slaughtered. 

     The tribe of Benjamin is killed off, men, women and children, except for 600 men. 

     This is not justice - this is genocide. 

     But no one starts out thinking - I’m going to commit genocide - a 20th century word. 

     No, they are doing what is right in their own estimation. 

     They are justified. 

     They even swear a pact that they would not let their daughters marry the Benjamites. 

But then they feel remorse. 

     In honouring their own stupid pact, they know Benjamin will be wiped out. 

     So what do they do? 

     There was one Israelite town that did not make it to the meeting and did not join the pact. 

     So they kill everyone in that town and take all the virgins to give to the Benjamin men. 

There aren’t enough women to go around. 

     So they look at a nearby town, and decide to raid it during the feast of tabernacles. 

     The feast is meant to celebrate God freeing them from slavery in Egypt. 

     The women of the town would come out to celebrate and they would be abducted. 

Do you know what despicable group did this recently? 

    Boko Haram 

     What was done then is done today. 

 

The Chosen People Become the Curse 
God told Abraham that his people would be blessed and become a blessing to the whole world. 

Instead, they have cursed themselves and are a blight on their world. 

In the same way, the church was meant to be a sanctuary for the lost. 

A sign of God’s mercy, grace and love. 

But too often, the abuse of power, the temptation of wealth, turns the church into a beast. 

 

How Good Goes Bad 
A single phrase tell the whole tale. 

In Judges it is repeated, beginning and end. 

“In those days there was no King and everyone did what was right in their own eyes." 

In this phrase we find the tragedy of humanity. 

 

1. There was No King 
Oh, but there was. 

God was supposed to be king. 

The one who all were meant to obey. 

The compassionate, the merciful - the saviour of slaves, the father to the fatherless, the husband of 

widows. Protector of the defenceless. 

Israel began to ignore their true Lord. 

But what God asks of us is not mere obedience. 

Jesus said, If you love me, obey my commands. 

In other words, Obedience int he Kingdoms not about fear or obligation. 

It is about Love, affection. 

Why are you a Christian? 



Is it because of fear or obligation? 

Do you fear your parents or do you love them? 

Do we instil fear in others or friendship? 

This is the way of God that Israel had abandoned. 

 

2. Everyone Did What was Right in their Own Eyes 
This is the Kicker. 

Self-righteousness. 

But this is a tricky one. 

We cannot detect our own self-righteousness. 

No villain believes themselves to be a villain. 

They see themselves as a hero, a saviour. 

Gideon, Samson, Nebuchadnezzar, Alexander the Great, Caesar (pick one), Hitler, Mao, Kim Jong Il & 

Un, Tsar, King, Queen, Supreme ruler, Emperor, Bishop, Pope, Pastor, Mayor, Chancellor, President, 

Prime Minister, CEO, Mentor, Teacher, Mother, Father. 

When Jesus was called, "Good Teacher,” what was his reply? 

“Why do you call me good? No one is good but God.” (Mark 10:18) 

Of course he implies here that if the title is used on him one must ask if he is indeed God. 

Also Romans 3:23 - “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." 

It is the constant confession, “Have mercy on me, a sinner." 

Only the confessing church is the true church. 

Only the confessing believer is a true believer. 

 

My Confession 
This past week, my beloved mountain bike was stolen from me along with the church equipment and 

other things. 

I was very angry. 

As was shared with some of you, the night we discovered the break-in, I prayed at the dinner table, “May 

all bike thieves die slow and painful deaths." 

And you know what?  I meant it. I felt it. 

Was it uncomfortable for everyone? Sure it was. 

Because we want to think we are beyond such rage, such self-righteousness. 

Am I still angry? 

Yes, a little. 

But that is my confession. 

I am angry.  I feel like getting revenge. 

But I am a sinner. 

I know I have in me to carry on the curse. 

And so I honestly pray, 

“I hate thieves, but I have also been a thief. Have mercy on me. 

Lead me out of the slavery of my hate. 

I am not righteous. 

I am not just. 

I trust you, Lord 

Because you are." 

 

Paradise Regained 
We live in a pretty bleak world. 

Terrorism on the streets of Paris. 

Civil war in Syria driving refugees into the world. 



Homelessness, poverty & hunger. 

Tyranny, oppression, corruption. 

Sexual slavery, human trafficking, exploitation. 

Injustice, Apathy, Complacency, Ignorance. 

Mental illness, loneliness, isolation, despair. 

Bike thieves. 

We can believe that there is only darkness. 

But Charles Dickens gets it right. 

As he wrote in the opening lines of A Tale of Two Cities: 

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times." 

It is easy for us to think that evil, sin and Satan have the upper hand. 

It was into such darkness that Jesus was born. 

It is in such hard times that faith shines brightest. 

Light and dark exist commingled in this present world. 

And we do get to decide which team we are on. 

There is love, acceptance, friendship, mercy, transformation. 

We receive these things from our king and share it with each other. 

And although the Book of Judges ends in complete and total darkness, 

It is followed by a Book of Hope in Ruth. 

A book of faith, hope and love that shines in a time of tragedy and chaos. 

The best of time and worst of times indeed. 

Stay tuned! 

 

Questions: 
Who is King in your life? or Who do you Trust? 

Where does your Righteousness come from? Yourself or God’s Mercy? 

Where do you find hope? 

 

 


