
Ecclesiastes 
 

The words of the Teacher, son of David, king in Jerusalem: 
2 
“Meaningless! Meaningless!” 
    says the Teacher. 
“Utterly meaningless! 
    Everything is meaningless.” 
3 What do people gain from all their labors 

    at which they toil under the sun? 
4 Generations come and generations go, 

    but the earth remains forever. 
5 The sun rises and the sun sets, 

    and hurries back to where it rises. 
6 The wind blows to the south 

    and turns to the north; 

round and round it goes, 

    ever returning on its course. 
7 All streams flow into the sea, 

    yet the sea is never full. 

To the place the streams come from, 

    there they return again. 
8 All things are wearisome, 

    more than one can say. 

The eye never has enough of seeing, 

    nor the ear its fill of hearing. 
9 What has been will be again, 

    what has been done will be done again; 

    there is nothing new under the sun. 
10 Is there anything of which one can say, 

    “Look! This is something new”? 

It was here already, long ago; 

    it was here before our time. 
11 No one remembers the former generations, 

    and even those yet to come 

will not be remembered 
    by those who follow them. 
12 I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 I applied my mind to study and to 

explore by wisdom all that is done under the heavens.What a heavy burden God has 
laid on mankind! 14 I have seen all the things that are done under the sun; all of them 

are meaningless, a chasing after the wind. 
15 

What is crooked cannot be straightened; 
    what is lacking cannot be counted. 
16 I said to myself, “Look, I have increased in wisdom more than anyone who has ruled 

over Jerusalem before me; I have experienced much of wisdom and 
knowledge.” 17 Then I applied myself to the understanding of wisdom, and also of 

madness and folly, but I learned that this, too, is a chasing after the wind. 
18 For with much wisdom comes much sorrow; 
    the more knowledge, the more grief. 



 

Growing Up Gen X 

I loved the book of Ecclesiastes 

Gen X 

 
1983 Film Broadcast all over North America 

 
Zeitgeist: The spirit of the Age 

The Resonance of Ecclesiastes - Existential Angst 
What is the meaning of life? 

It has an answer: There isn't one. 
Perhaps we are at the end of days as well. 
Not just American politics but secularized society. 
It is where evolution, the will to power, humanism, materialism, existentialism, takes us. 
But this isn't new. 
The Jaded character of Solomon also felt this. 
Expressed this. 
Right in the the Bible. 
 

If you read Ecclesiastes, it only has one repeated message: 
Life is Meaningless. 
Our days are not just cyclical, they are circular. 
Westerners fantasize about reincarnation being a good thing, 
     You get another shot at life. 
     But reincarnation isn't another chance, it is a trap. 



 
The goal is to escape the cycle of Samsara.      
It is like groundhog day. 

 
Eccelsiastes is a Biblical Groundhog Day 

Go watch that movie! (Feb 2nd!) 

 
The Vicious Circle Cycle 

Do you ever feel this way? 

Kohelet Understands! 
But is this really what God intends? 

It's in the bible after all. 
 

Well, it's because God does get it. 
God's people are taught about it. 
It isn't ignored or shoveled under the rug. 
We face the issue of meaning head on. 



 
What is the meaning of your life? 

Kohelet is a provocoteur. 
"There is none." 

 

 
You can just nod and walk away or say, "Hey, waitaminute!" 

 

Well What would you say to Kohelet? 

 

Exercise: Break into teams and come up with an answer for Kohelet. 
 

The problem with Kohelet i sthat he lsot sight of his reason and purpose. 

He was distracted by his pursuit of pleasure, knowledge, wisdom, fame & wealth. 
In the end he asked for the wrong thing. 
Wisdom is indeed admirable, but in the end he did not want God. 
The right response to a blank cheque from God is to give it back and let him fill it in. 
 

The entire message that God is communicating to humanity in and through the Christina faith is: 
"I Love You." 

We are free to respond. 
We often cannot hear that message. 
It is distorted through our distractions, self-absorption or even suffering, challenges or pain. 
We want "Our Will" rather than "Your (God's) Will." 

We want our kingdom, not his. 
We do not want his love. 
But this alone is what makes a person a Christian: The desire for God. 
And so the greatest commandment: Love God. 
"Jesus Loves me this I know..." 



 

A Matter of Perspective 

Is this a Circle? 

A Vicious cycle? 

 
(Ouroboros - Ancient symbol of eternity, life, death, suffering.) 
Or is this a Helix? 

 
Ascending or descending? 

This is what Ecclesiastes does for us. 
 


