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 1 After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies around him, 2 
he said to Nathan the prophet, "Here I am, living in a palace of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent."  

 3 Nathan replied to the king, "Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the LORD is with you."  

 4 That night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying:  

 5 "Go and tell my servant David, 'This is what the LORD says: Are you the one to build me a house to dwell 
in? 6 I have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt to this day. I have been 
moving from place to place with a tent as my dwelling. 7 Wherever I have moved with all the Israelites, did I 
ever say to any of their rulers whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, "Why have you not built me a 
house of cedar?" '  

n  2 Samuel 7:1-7 

 14 So Solomon built the temple and completed it. 15 He lined its interior walls with cedar boards, paneling them 
from the floor of the temple to the ceiling, and covered the floor of the temple with planks of pine. 16 He 
partitioned off twenty cubits at the rear of the temple with cedar boards from floor to ceiling to form within the 
temple an inner sanctuary, the Most Holy Place. 17 The main hall in front of this room was forty cubits long. 18 
The inside of the temple was cedar, carved with gourds and open flowers. Everything was cedar; no stone was 
to be seen.  

 19 He prepared the inner sanctuary within the temple to set the ark of the covenant of the LORD there. 20 The 
inner sanctuary was twenty cubits long, twenty wide and twenty high.  He overlaid the inside with pure gold, 
and he also overlaid the altar of cedar. 21 Solomon covered the inside of the temple with pure gold, and he 
extended gold chains across the front of the inner sanctuary, which was overlaid with gold. 22 So he overlaid the 
whole interior with gold. He also overlaid with gold the altar that belonged to the inner sanctuary.  

 23 In the inner sanctuary he made a pair of cherubim of olive wood, each ten cubits high. 24 One wing of the 
first cherub was five cubits long, and the other wing five cubits—ten cubits from wing tip to wing tip. 25 The 
second cherub also measured ten cubits, for the two cherubim were identical in size and shape. 26 The height of 
each cherub was ten cubits. 27 He placed the cherubim inside the innermost room of the temple, with their wings 
spread out. The wing of one cherub touched one wall, while the wing of the other touched the other wall, and 
their wings touched each other in the middle of the room. 28 He overlaid the cherubim with gold.  

 29 On the walls all around the temple, in both the inner and outer rooms, he carved cherubim, palm trees and 
open flowers. 30 He also covered the floors of both the inner and outer rooms of the temple with gold.  

 31 For the entrance of the inner sanctuary he made doors of olive wood with five-sided jambs. 32 And on the 
two olive wood doors he carved cherubim, palm trees and open flowers, and overlaid the cherubim and palm 
trees with beaten gold. 33 In the same way he made four-sided jambs of olive wood for the entrance to the main 
hall. 34 He also made two pine doors, each having two leaves that turned in sockets. 35 He carved cherubim, 
palm trees and open flowers on them and overlaid them with gold hammered evenly over the carvings.  

36 And he built the inner courtyard of three courses of dressed stone and one course of trimmed cedar beams.  
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37 The foundation of the temple of the LORD was laid in the fourth year, in the month of Ziv. 38 In the eleventh 
year in the month of Bul, the eighth month, the temple was finished in all its details according to its 
specifications. He had spent seven years building it. 

1 It took Solomon thirteen years, however, to complete the construction of his palace. 

n  1 Kings 6:14 – 7:1 

 

      Stop me if you’ve heard this:  “we don’t go to church, we are the church.” 

 Part of the reason we keep such slogans alive is that they convey the vision of this church to 

be composed of people who want to live as salt and light in a tasteless and dark world.  Another 

reason we say this is because we do not follow a God who is exclusively bound to a building, but we 

belong to a God who is by his very nature missional.  This means that the God of Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob is not the kind of God who sits back on his rocking chair after sending us out into the world.  

No, we have a God who not only has come to we who call ourselves the Church, but also goes out 

and ahead of us into the world.  For as much as we may say we are called to be salt and light, by 

whose power are we made salty?  And by whose brilliance do we shine? 

 We are not on a mission initiated by and for ourselves, but we are on God’s mission, what 

theologians call the Missio Dei.  What this means is that the compulsion many of us operate under to 

be busy with the Lord’s business should not be our starting point.  Rather, our starting point is in 

asking what our free and unfettered God is doing now.   

 Though there is no inherent wrong in wanting to serve God by acts of loving service, the truth 

is that all service can be a mindless replacement for looking, listening, and obeying.  When we cling 

too tightly to the ways in which we are determined to serve God’s Kingdom purposes without keeping 

an eye on how God’s ways are not necessarily our ways, we risk placing an image of God in a box.  It 

may be a very nice box; all inlaid with gold and precious stones and fragrant woods, but it is an image 
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of God in a box nonetheless—not the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob whose footstool is all the 

earth itself. 

 There came a time in Israel’s monarchic history when Solomon decided to do as his earthly 

father willed:  to build for Yahweh a magnificent house.  What we read in prior accounts is that David 

felt guilty upon seeing himself living in a palace while the people met with God in the Tent of Meeting.  

And what do you do when you feel guilty about where you live while you think God dwells in a Tent?  

You build a Temple. 

 But God tells Nathan to tell David that he’s not the one to be building such a Temple.  More 

importantly, God also tells David that he has never asked such a house be built for him.  In essence, 

God implies that he is really all right with his Tent and doesn’t really need a Temple, as nice as that 

might be.  However, respecting David’s impulse to honour God, Yahweh tells David that one of 

David’s offspring will build such a house.  That offspring ends up being Solomon. 

 Though we read later of some of the architectural details of Solomon’s Temple, an important 

detail that is often left out is the realtor’s mantra:  “location, location, location.”  We are only told that 

the site of Solomon’s Temple is the site that David chose, formerly known as the threshing floor of 

Araunah,1 a Jerusalem local.  We may imagine in our minds that the Temple would be at the center of 

David’s city, but David chooses a site where he meets with God near the end of his life.  It so 

happens that during the time of David and Solomon, this site is on a mountain outside the city limits.  

 It is a subtle thing, but by reluctantly allowing his Temple to be built and then built outside the 

city, God is saying something about where the people will meet with him:  not at the city center, not at 

the pit stops along the Roman highways, but uphill, at the places that are hard to get to.  More 

                                            
1 1 Chr 21:14-30 
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importantly, by condescending to have a place that is outside the city, God is saying that he will 

forever be outside our systems of control and convenience.   

  Though the text tells us that Solomon admits no Temple could ever be enough to contain the 

full glory of God, he asks that God choose to have his Name associated with the Temple in a special 

way so that the people will have a focal point for worship—because as we all know, it is easier to bow 

in a particular direction than to one who defies all images by appearing as a shapeless cloud.2 

 Yet we must wonder together how Israel’s perception of God changed once they moved him 

out of the Tent and into his golden house.  What happened in the way they related with God once 

they could be assured that God could be reliably met behind thick walls of stone that could never be 

moved?  Did their understanding of God as a free God in and of himself change?  Did they take 

comfort in the Temple as a symbol of God always with them even when they deserted him?  Did they 

cease to believe that God’s ways are not their ways?   

 We are given a foreboding clue when we are told that Solomon spent seven years building the 

great Temple, but spent thirteen on his own palaces.  The NIV goes too far when it translates the 

Hebrew of 7:1 with an added “however”.  The original text does not say this, but only puts the time 

Solomon spends on these building projects next to each other, suggesting in a subtle way that this is 

worth remarking on.  Something, we can tell, is not right about spending seven years on God’s house 

but then spending thirteen on our own.  It is as though by his actions Solomon is saying “now that 

Yahweh is safely tucked away in his golden palace, time to get down to the stuff that matters—the 

places I will meet with people.”  But Solomon gets it wrong:  where the people meet with God is the 

stuff that matters. 

                                            
2 1 Kings 8:10-61 
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 The massive halls we read of Solomon building in chapter 7 are not just his private residences, 

but are actually his reception halls, the places where he would hold court and receive visiting 

dignitaries.  It is likely that this Palace of the Forest of Lebanon—bigger than the Temple itself—was 

the place where the Queen of Sheba was received and would remark, “I did not believe these things 

until I came and saw with my own eyes…in wisdom and wealth you have far exceeded the report I 

heard. How happy your men must be! How happy your officials, who continually stand before you and 

hear your wisdom!”3  

 You can almost imagine Solomon smiling and resisting the urge to say, “thank you, and out 

back on the hill, we have God.” 

 Though we cannot definitively say that this led to a co-opting of an undomesticated faithful 

relationship with God into a predictable state religion,4 it is worth thinking about.  Just as David and 

Solomon sought to honour Yahweh with a grand building, this in itself became a stumbling block for 

Israel, for in time, they began to believe that as long as the Ark was in the Temple, God was with the 

nation.5  We might parallel this with our day when we are perhaps too eager to vote Christians into 

government without first understanding whether their policies are in line with what God is already 

doing in the world.  We need to be careful of that impulse because putting a Christian into office is no 

more a guarantee that God is with us as a nation than putting a Temple on the mountain.  Indeed, 

when we survey history, we find that the more the Church has become identified with the State, the 

more the Church becomes an empty imperialistic symbol.     

But this is only the damage we do to a secular understanding of what it means to follow God.  

There is also the spiritual damage we do to ourselves when we keep God at arm’s length, hoping that 

he won’t ask us to give up certain dreams in favour of pursuing others.  We commit two weeks a year 
                                            
3 1 Kings 10:6-8 
4 cf. Walter Bruggemann, Theology of the OT, p.669 
5 Jer 7:1-7 
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to short term mission and feel better because we think we have paid our dues and that God requires 

nothing more of us.  We give ten percent of our income and walk away thinking we are on par with 

the widow and her two tiny coins.  We put God away in a corner, like a red-faced statue in a Chinese 

restaurant standing behind electric joss sticks and a bowl of oranges.  There is a hardening of 

expectations that seems to take place once we corner God and think we can stuff him safely into a 

box.  We start thinking God can only do things the way we expect him to do, and because we are 

blinded by our expectations, we lose sight of what God is already doing ahead of us and in us. 

God in a tent is a God who is moving, a God who roves according to his own will.6  If it is true 

that the people take on the characteristics of the gods they worship, what does it mean when we see 

that God does not count himself a part of the established power structures of the world?  What does it 

mean when we have an invisible God who is not in a building but in the hearts of all his saints?   

It means that we who follow God are to no longer live according to ways of the world.  Instead, 

we are to live as an alternative community to the world’s communities.  We may not wear camel skins 

and eat locusts, but we are all called together to be a prophetic people, standing outside the 

establishment, representing a different way of being.  And as a people called apart yet still called to 

engage, we are a people who speak truth in deep and abiding love as God’s salt and light.  For even 

as God is beyond the gilded boxes we build for him, so we are a people who are to be free to 

participate in the redemption of all things under Christ. 

 

1.)  How are you tempted to “keep God in a box”? 

2.) Where and to whom are you called to be “salt and light”? 

                                            
6 cf. Bruggemann, p.679 


