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Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas 

 12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath 
day's walk [c] from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were 
staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew 
and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They all 
joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and 
with his brothers.  

    15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a hundred and 
twenty) 16 and said, "Brothers and sisters, the Scripture had to be fulfilled in which the Holy 
Spirit spoke long ago through David concerning Judas, who served as guide for those who 
arrested Jesus. 17 He was one of our number and shared in our ministry."  

    18 (With the reward he got for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell headlong, his 
body burst open and all his intestines spilled out. 19 Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so 
they called that field in their language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.)  

    20 "For," said Peter, "it is written in the Book of Psalms:  
       " 'May his place be deserted;  
       let there be no one to dwell in it,'  
       and,  
       " 'May another take his place of leadership.' 

    21 Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole time 
the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning from John's baptism to the time when 
Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection."  

    23 So they proposed the names of two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) 
and Matthias. 24 Then they prayed, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which of these 
two you have chosen 25 to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he 
belongs." 26 Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven 
apostles.  

-- Acts 1: 12-26 

 

Once upon a time, a young man wanted to become a knight.  And so, he sought 

the training of a wise old teacher who once was the greatest warrior in all the land.  

After a long voyage by ship, the knight-to-be found his teacher in a faraway swamp, 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%201;&version=72;#fen-TNIV-26931c
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where he began his training.  Unfortunately, the young man did not take to the 

instruction so well.  He had started out on his life’s desire so late, that disbelief marked 

his every move.  He was used to thinking, behaving, and even living in old ways.  Finally, 

frustrated with the task of removing his ship from the deep swamp, the apprentice 

complained to his master that it was impossible.  Yet the master’s reply was simple.  He 

said “you must unlearn what you have learned.”  Before the young Luke Skywalker 

could fully grasp his new identity as a Jedi Knight, he needed to be broken of his old 

paradigms as to what was possible and what was impossible.    

Though most of us are not Jedi in training, this holds true for all the people of 

God.  Like the disciples after the ascension of Jesus we all are coming to grips with 

being a Christ-follower without actually seeing him.  This is, in one sense, why it 

becomes terribly easy to shunt our faith into a little corner of our lives instead of living 

the abundant life of God in the open.  If we woke every day with Jesus peering at us 

over the foot of our beds, listening to and following him wouldn’t seem like such an 

ethereal occupation.   

Many of us have followed Christ for a very long time, and have fallen into daily 

ruts that although safe, will never be places where we can stretch our wings for flight.  

Since the foundation of this church nearly two years ago, much of our work in teaching 

and preaching has been to help you unlearn what you have learned of the Christian life.  

The truth is, this is the work we will carry out for the rest of our lives—but the good news 

is that it is never too late to start.  The challenge of following Jesus is that every day we 
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are confronted with the need to turn over a new leaf and see things from a fresh 

perspective. 

There is in every relationship the early period known as the honeymoon phase.  I 

would guess that this means that everything flows well and that little things like socks 

left on the sofa or toenail clippings in the kitchen are taken as endearing incidentals.  

Yet there is also in every honeymoon a sense of exploration, of curiosity, and of 

deepening intimacy that necessarily excludes intrusion from other people.  However, as 

married folk know, the honeymoon ends all too soon and you are confronted with the 

harsh reality of sharing your bed with a sinner.  One could say that this is the point at 

which most of us begin the work of love—and that this is also true of any local gathering 

of God’s people.  Many of us have been friends for a third of our short lives and have 

learned to settle into comfortable paradigms of being with each other.  We have learned 

how not to offend another person, what to say and what not to say, and in our desire to 

be nice people, have perhaps forgotten how to challenge and be changed.  We become 

people who sit with our lifejackets on at the middle of a boat telling others not to rock 

it—yet the truth of all boats is that if they are to voyage across the oceans, rocking is 

inevitable.  For the sake of love, we must all learn to develop sea legs. 

This change in understanding is what faces the apostles here in the first chapter 

of Acts.  At this point, the unmitigated strangeness of Jesus’ resurrection has not worn 

off.  Desiring to be faithful to the risen Lord, the disciples remain in the city1 after Jesus 

appears to have flown away.  So, they wait together, praying as Jesus taught them to, 

                                            
1 Lk 24:49, Ac 1:4 
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speaking not to some hard-of-hearing deity, but to Jesus, the same one who promised 

to be with them always.2 

 Being good Jews who were raised in the highly structured, yet highly symbolic 

style of Jewish worship, the way of discerning God’s will was laid out in full.3  Two 

mysterious stones, called the Urim and Thummim, were a part of the High Priest’s 

ceremonial garb—and were used as means of decision making.  Although we don’t 

know how this process worked or what these stones looked like, the practice of divining 

God’s will by means of throwing stones, pieces of wood, or even animal bones is one 

observed by many cultures even to this day.  This is not to say that we are justified in 

seeking out our fortunes from modern-day soothsayers, but that a form of it was 

recognized by God as being a legitimate means of hearing from Him.  However, this is 

not God’s ideal.  In fact, the overwhelming majority of communication in the Old 

Testament from God to humanity takes place through His prophets, who are in turn 

spoken to by powerful dreams, visions, and even direct words from God.  The kind of 

God we have loves speaking as directly to His people as He can. 

So, operating under the assumption that the old ways are still the best ways, the 

disciples cast lots4.  And the lot, the Greek text tells us, literally “fell” on Matthias.5  This 

naturally leads us to wonder, “if Matthias saw the lot falling, why didn’t he get out of the 

way?”  However, we cannot assume that Matthias survived the lot falling on him, since 

there is no further mention of him after this passage.  Legend has it that he preached 

                                            
2 Mt 28:20 
3 Ex 28:29-30 
4 Gk:  κληροs, a term most often used to describe a stone or pebble, lot, or even destiny 
5 Gk:  επεσεν,  she/he/it fell (Aor, Act, 3p, Sg) 
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the gospel to cannibals in Ethiopia before being crucified somewhere near Azerbaijan,6 

but we do not know for sure.  It is as though the most important thing we need to know 

about the appointment of Matthias is not that he was Judas’ replacement, but to 

contrast the ways in which the disciples understood God in chapter 1 and how this 

changed in chapter 2.   

For you see, chapter 2 details the pouring out of the Holy Spirit upon the new 

people of God in Jerusalem, and from then on, there is no more mention of casting lots 

to determine God’s will.  Instead, what we read from then on is that every member of 

the community of God now pays attention to the Holy Spirit.  Guidance from God now 

occurs directly, without instruments and without stones.  Yet the foundation of Spiritual 

discernment stays the same:  trust.  There is no reason to believe that casting lots is an 

effective or correct way to hear from God—the disciples did it in faith with what 

knowledge they had.  They trusted that Yahweh would direct the roll of the stones to tell 

them what to do next, and in trusting God, they also trusted His sovereignty to work 

through any and all means. 

Yet come chapter 2, we never hear of lot-casting or divination again.  Why?  

Because in light of who now was with the people of God and living within them, they no 

longer needed the tools of an age gone by.  The one person they needed—and the 

person we need today—is the one by whom Paul writes we live by and must keep in 

step with:  the Holy Spirit.7 
                                            
6  Website Reference:  Saint Matthias – Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia, 

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Matthias) First accessed June 5th, 2009 
7 Gal 5:25 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Matthias
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For the disciples as for us, this means a change in how we make decisions, the 

basis of much of our anxiety.  Our world is steeped in concrete elements of control—two 

stones with which we can easily get our answers.  And we, the people who are waking 

up, are still people who crave quick and dirty answers.  Yet with the coming of the Spirit, 

our lives are no longer simple yes/no’s and either/or’s, but instead are a series of 

discernments that begin with prayer and continue with taking steps in faith.   

Even though the method by which the disciples understood the will of God is not 

one I’d recommend, there is much good in how they went about it.  First, Peter stands 

and recognizes the leading of Scripture.  His is a mind that is saturated with God’s word, 

and since Jesus now has opened the Scriptures to them in Luke8, he understands what 

he is talking about.  It is always startling to me that people who want to know God’s 

heart for them and for the world do not start in the most obvious place, this, the word of 

God about Himself.   

Second, Peter lays down practical qualifications for a new apostle:  he has to 

have been with them since the Jesus’ baptism and to have been a witness of Jesus’ 

resurrection.  This makes sense.  The new apostle is to be one who knows Jesus 

inside-out and has already proven that he is a faithful and true witness. The rather 

startling thing about such common sense is that it is so often uncommon.  It is a word to 

those who feel called to lead:  that calling and training go hand in hand.   

                                            
8 Lk 24:45 
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Third, they pray.  This is a dimension that we as a church are rather lackadaisical 

about.  It is also something that we are trying to change, not because we want to get the 

order of discernment right, but because this is God’s church, and as such, we do not 

necessarily want to lead it by our own wisdom, but by God’s every word.  This does not 

mean that we exclude careful planning and consideration, or that we even expect God 

to get behind our schemes.  Rather, when we pray, we humble ourselves before God 

and simply say “all of this, and all of me, is Yours.  Do with us as You will.”   

Lastly, what we can take from the disciple’s method is that they trust.  Even now, 

we have much more than a pair of stones to tell us the way.  We have been clothed with 

power from on high—but this not so that we can go about on our own agendas, but so 

that we may be the people of God and a foretaste of the Kingdom that is yet to come in 

its fullness.  As you may know, much has happened and is happening in our church that 

most of us are unfamiliar with, particularly with regards to new Spiritual gifts some of us 

are receiving.  As exciting and as sometimes frightening as it can be, the basis of the 

exercise of these gifts is not to throw out everything we did in the past, but to trust that 

these gifts are here, too, for the building up of our community.  And this trust is not 

simple abandonment to irrationalism, but rather, with constant saturation in Scripture 

and much humble prayer, to keep in step with the Spirit as we are led out from old ways 

of being into everlasting life.   

1.)  How is the way you hear from God changing? 

2.) What do you do when God speaks to you? 

 


